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THE BEST IN THE LAND

(Continued from Page One.)

Tarklo Dralnagu District.
At. tlit' January term, into, uf our

circuit court, the petition was tiled,
praying for the lnoororatlon. Of
course, there were objectors and
these were represented liy II. It. Will-la-

and Frank I Virtu, while the pe-

titioners were represented by W. II.
Itlchanls and .lolm W. Stokes.

The objectois succeeded In obtain-
ing a change of venue to Andrew
county, where tin- - ease was heard hj
Judge Hums, and on Saturday, March
V Mil), a decree of Incorporation was
handed down. This decree excluded
from the district so acres belonging
to Frit: Ideker; in of William ldcker;
.VI of Henry Degc;ai of Henry IVtcis,
and some few other it acts, Follow-
ing this was the tiling of the decree
with the circuit clerk ol Holt county,
and the secretary id state, which was
done within the twenty day limit as
provided hy the drainage laws

Then came a meeting of the laud
owners In the proposed drainage dls
trict, for the purpose of electing its
tlrst hoard id drainage commissioners,
This meeting was held at the I elilt I

school house, on Nit iiril.iy. April nth,
llllu. The meeting was pii-sld- i d over
hy Is.i.ic M. Minion, with lieoige W

Pointer as Its secretary. The elec-
tion resulted In the choice of tin1 bil-

lowing to coustltule the hoard that
would have the illieclloli, with I lie
advice of Its attorney, ol the greatest
and perhaps the most extensive drain-
age project within our statu:

hot llrown, for one year,
John A. Ilnck, for two years.
.lohu K. Slater, for three years,
Thomas F. IVhley, for fouryeats,
F. II. Cunningham, for live years.
.lohn K. Slater was chosen presi-

dent of the hiard and Lot Itrowu,
secretary and treasurer.

Al a suhseiiieul meet lii)!, held at
Craig, April i:i, lulu, thu necessary
steps were taken to secure an engi-
neer, and Messrs. I'etermau .V Sell.,
of St. .loscph, were employed, who

the aid of Wm. M. Morris.
They Immediately began their sur-
vey, and In the coursu of a feu
mouths had their prollles and esti-
mates ready. Tin; estimate lixed
the cost at appiovlmately l.'i,ooi

John Taylor, of Forties township:
A. W. Vau( 'amp, of Mlutou, and .1

W. Patterson, of Hickory township,
were named as commissioners (, as-su-

bciutlts and damages to thu laud
owners, and alter iiiiu'Ii labor, trials
ami tribulations, they completed
their labors.

Then came the letting of the con-

tract, for the digging of the III); Tar-
klo Canal. It was awarded Hirers ,V

lllack, on Hecember I'J, lulu, at 7

cents per cubic, yard. Messrs. lingers
fi lllack antlclpatlii)! the, work, u

thu construction of their dredge
boats and laid the keels In August,
I'.llo, anil on the 1st or January, lull,
they were under full steam and at
work.

Thu bonds were ordered at an elec-
tion held to thu amount of ti.Vi.ooo
and sold at a premium of 7.V) and
bought by thu Comptuu Howling
Company, of St. Louis. They hear o

percent Interest and run for anycars.
They bear the signatures ol John K,

Slater, as president, and Lot llrown,
as-- secretary. Tliey aru in .o) ile
noinliiatious.

Thu drainage district assiKdatlon
purchased thu dltchini! machine be
longing to thu Mound City Laud
Company, and with this machine they
aru digging thu laterals.

The Ponderous Muchlncry.

Thu monster dredgur is now at
work, which Tiik Skktini'.i. iciorter
viewed last week, rushing thu work
of completing thu ureal water way to
ItH mouth, thu Missouri liver, which
thu contractors hope to linlsh by July
or August, Wia, worklugweathur.aud
when coinplcted thousands of acres of
land that was practically worthless
for cultivation, will bu restored to
productiveness.

They now havu about one-hal- f of
the seven miles already completed
Their llrst pay dlrl on thu enterprisu
was thrown from thu monster dipper
on January in, lull. It is inn feet
wide, and a depth varying from U to
HI feet, In conformity with thu to
pography, Thu luveu has a basu of .VI

feet and to 11 feut in height.
The machine used thu grcoj dredg-

er, cost Messrs. Itogers & lllack .'),-00- 0

at thu factory In Marlon, )., and
with its necessary timbers, required
11 cars In Hh transportation, and a
freight bill of $1,200 to land It near
the Atchison line above Corning, thu
railroad putting In special trackage
for unloading.

The hull of the dredge boat is 41x

100 feet, and having an 8 foot draft.
It has Ave bulk heads front fore and
aft. Tiie sides are built of sold tim-

bers 7 Inchen thick and those of the
bow have a thickness of 10 inches and
the sides and stern are of the same
thickness. ,

The A brace stands In a plumb of
00 feet. The boom Is-ti- feet longand
the dipper arm 54 feet; the dipper has
a capacity of 21 cubic yards, and Is J
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Left to lllght lohn lionets, Contractor: lialph Ashuru, lilppermau: (.'has,
S. lllack, Contractor.
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As the Canal now looks.

The Minister Dl-J-
ug Machine
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DlKK'liiH Hie Laterals.
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Digging thu Laterals.

operated hy a pair of Independent en
glues, thu most perfect piece of mech-
anism of its kind in existence. The
dipper moves from I'.'OO to IKon cubic,
yards of dirt dally. It plows Its way
aloiu! the Ileitis for Wo feut, on the
one side, and ,then its monster an
chors aru released and the dredger
hacks up and does iliu work on the
on ostu side, and thus this Is kept up

ly -- uhfht and day, with thu exenp- -
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lion of . ,,i ,.,(, lay
off, to vls.t i in; i clw.s, or
with thulr families at Corning and

lulsuwhure. They operatu their own
electric. Ilu'ht. plant furnish a power-
ful arc and 21 incandescent lights It
is also equipped with Hie extliiniilsh-crs- ,

and hose, for II iu protect Ion. The
wire cables used iu manipulating the
dipper and other machinery. :i2o feut

, long ami II Inch dlamutu', Itn an

chors .Vx3o and 40 feet long, and sunk
to a depth of 15 to 20 feet, holding
the great dredger to Its place firmly,
and aru operated by machinery. Its
Moats are 4xS feet and ;$0 feet long,
bolted to the dredger Independent of
the hull proper, thus giving buoyancy
to thu dredger. It Is also supplied
wltli a forge, and they do their own
blacksmlthlng.

To operate this great machine, day
and night, icqulres two crews, of four
men to each crew. The llrst anil most
Important of these aru tin; two "run-
ners" Calph Ashbtmi, of Mound
City, and Kd. Heck, of Peoria, III.
Two craneuien, Jesse Summers, of
Virginia, and Jake Mllllson.of Forest
City. Two llreinen, Charles (illle-laud- ,

and llert Coldeti, of Mound City.
Two deck hands, Wm. Kdwards, of
Foret City, and Arthur Wormack,of
Follies.

In addition to this drcdgc-boa- t

force, there are required three men to
keep the coal supply to thu furnace.
Tlieu men, Kl.y Hale, of Peoria, III.,
and Hand J. Ilumpus, of Cornln.',
wheel thu coal from thu luveu and
load in barges, which are Moated down
to thu dredger. It rcqulrustwotcam-stcrs- ,

Win. Halm and John Swan, to
haul the coat from Corning, some
thiee miles distant, for the dredger:
sinie 7 tons of coal Is consumed dally,
which lequlres about l2.tnonllih for
tlic coal hill. Including tint freight.
The lab ir hill amounts ,t between

:im and simi miiiilhly, the two lim-
ners receiving lite highest compensa-
tion, tl2-'- i per month each.

How They Live.
In addition to thu dredger Is a

"house boat." where the employes
and contractors live this is Moated
along down the canal, at easy ds.
tatuv from the dredger. It Is s.i'o
feet: has six rooms Including sleeping
quarters, kitchen and dining room
combined. Over tills Mrs. Italph
Ashburn presides, who Is assisted by
Mrs. Ilert (lolden, who are paid liber-
al salaries to cook and care for the
household, for this large force of em-

ployes. These ladles are excellent
cooks and homckccpcrs; their meals
aiu of the most wholesome and I r i v

lug kind that kind that makes bom
and muscle, and It N but a large fane
lly, presided over by sunny, agreca
btu ladies, oho arc fully equipped for
the obligations that come to them.

The Contractors.
In all gigantic enterprises there

must bu thu guiding hand and the
genius behind to bring success. In
litis, the drainage commissioners have
been fortunate ineced, In securing
Messrs. lingers - lllack, who are
brothers-in-law- , to undertake this
great enterprise, anil push It to a sttc
cessful conclusion. They are practi
cal men- - men who havu made II a
business for years, to dig dralnagu ca
nals. The greatest of these prior to
the digging of the present lllg Tarklo
canal In Holt county, were theSiiuaw
Creek and MIII Creek canals, and
these were dug by Mr. lingers, and
his work was so satisfactory that thu
lllg larklo commissioners did not
look for any others they simply
agreed on price, and told Messrs.
lingers .x: lllack, tl Job was theirs"

It was a genuine case, of "hy their
work yu shall know them."

They give their personal attention
to every detail of thu digging, and are
both thorough-goin- business men.
They receive their pay for thu work
each month upon estimates certllled
as lo the yardage excavated by thu
engineer for thu commissioner. Tills
varies from HO.ikki to I'o.ooo cubic
j aids, and the board Issues their war-
rant for the amount on a basis of 7

cents per cubic yard.

John Itogers, thu senior of the Unit,
was bom In Mason county, Illinois, In
May, IMII, Just shortly after thu tir-

ing upon Fort Sumptcr. He was
raised on the farm, and stayed at it
until he was 2.1 years old. lie then
taught a few years, and In ISMO began
his career In thu dredging business,
doing much work in the South, princi-
pally In the state of Louslana. Ile
then came to Holt county, locating at
Mound City, and In Hccembur, 1H0I,
began the work of.dlgglitg thu Squaw
Creek drainage, canal, throwing the
Hist dirt on February 2.1, lito.', and
completed It July 7, 1 m Ml. April,
Unix, ho began thu digging of thu
MIII Creek drainage canal, and com-
pleted this Job in December, 1IHI8.

Mr. lingers Is married: and they
In Mound City. Ills wlfu prior

lo marriage was Miss Ida M. Johns,
and they wcru married in Illinois.
They havu one son, Charles, and he Is
perhaps as lino a specimen of the
physical young man as you will likely
meet In a month's Journey. lie
stands 0-- in his stocking feet and
weighs 240 pounds. Poth hiswlfeand
son are practicing osteopaths.

'
Charles S. Black Is the Junior of the

firm; he married a sister of Mr. Hog-ger- s,

and Is 40 years old. lie, too, has
had wide experience In ditch-makin-

and for many years prior to Ids Join-
ing Mr. Hogurs was with Mr. Foohey
& Co., of Fort Wayne, Ind. Ile is
married and ills postolllce address Is
Corning, Mo. They have a son, who

is an undertaker at Peoria, 111. Mr.
lllack looks after the operating de-

partments of the ditcher, while Mr.
itogers Is the accountant.

Up to the present they have moved
704.H.V) cubic yards of dirt, notwith-
standing the loss of fully twotnotiths'
time, which Is about one-ha- lf the
amount of dirt expected to be re-

moved.
They expect to reach the Missouri

river, some time In July or August,
tapping that stream al a point where
years ago Marrletta, a landing place
In those days for steamboats, stood
but was confiscated by the ravenous
Missouri. They will cease digging
when within about ru feel of the riv-

er; move back their dredger and
house boat to the luarest road, and
dismantle. They will blast the un
finished .hi feut, thus making the
outlet. When this is done they and
thu people Interested will celebrate
the occasion with a big Jubilee and
barbecue.

The present hoard of commissioners
Is composed of John F,. Slater, presi-
dent; tJeorge W. Poynter. secielary
and treasurer. Illgelow: Thomas IVh-
ley, Craig: Jiio. A. Click. Coining:
Henry liable, Craig, with W. II.
lilchards as attornev.

These ditches these drainage ills
t riots are splendid monuments to
their creators, and here we will tell
of the good men do, while thu
living man may hear of It. Many
men Joined their elhirts to accom-
plish the work, now so well along to- -

wauls Its completion. At thelteadof
the INI, wu would mention W. II.
llicltarils, but his iilorts, his Initia-
tive would have been Impossible. Im-

practical, If other men had not put
their shoulders to the wheel and
pushed, and kept pushing. The work
is a monument to such pushers of the
enterprise as John F.. Slater, John A.
Huck, Thus. IVhley, T. II. Cunning
ham, II. A. Hankers, .1. F. Ilritlge- -

man, Sam Kahn, now deceased: John
Hall, F. K. Allen, Lot llrown, John
Sladlur, W.J. Itandall. Henry Itevel.
F. W. Walter, Harmon Ohleusahlen,
and others.

Thu canal will he spanned by 11 vt
steel bridges, which will I c const root-
ed by the district at an estimated to
tal cost of tia,iNm. They will each hi
loo fool spans with. approaches,
After completion It will devolve on
the county to keep them Iu repair.

Thu llrst will be located east of
Corning near thu Adklns place.

The second where thu rallroul
crosses thu big ditch two miles south
east of Corning.

Thu third will bu two miles below
thu railroad at the Win, Ideker farm.

Thu fourth, three miles west, and
close to thu foot of Schulte lake.

The fifth, three and a half tulles
southwest of Craig, at the Welluian
farm and about, a mllu above the
mouth of thu ditch.

Thu board of supervisors has given
Its time and much labor In behalf of
this great undertaking, working
faithfully for thu future welfare of
all. They with their attorney have
cheerfully met all opposition and
borne criticism, believing that when
thu drainage canal Is complete, and
that this almost empire shall bear
Its abundant crops, that then will
come, reward.

Ilouils havu been voted to the
amount of .'M.'i.ooo for thu construc-
tion of thu various dralnagu ditches
as follows:
.Squaw Creek Hu.ikhi

Nodaway No. 1 .in.oon
Mill Creek 40,(100

lllg Tarklo l.Vi.ooo
Little Tarklo 45,000

Total Mim.ikk)

Some History.
In Holt county numerous nlans for

ditches have been proposed during
thu past thirty years, somn have
proven elfectlve. but in many cases
they weru designed for only tempo
rary relluf.

Thu first ditch proposed was known
as the Corning ditch, petitioned for
by Horace Martin, John Hollenbeck,
Henry Itosellus, F. W. Walter, Henry
Hankers and Holland Ilardwell and
Hied with the county court at thu
August term, ls"2. The court named
Win. M. Morris, l. VanWormer and
lieo. Kershnur as commissioners, who
reported thu scheme as Impracticable
and they weru discharged. Thu casu
was a new set of commis
sioners was named and at thu Decem
ber term of thu court thu work was
ordered. Joul Hester was the survey-
or at the time and by reason of a mis
take of 10,000 yards In his estimate,
much litigation followed. The ditch
tapped the Hankers and Walters
lakes.thenco southeasterly to the head
of.tho Schulte lake. It was about 11

miles in length. The county at that
time paid Its share of the expense,
which was 11,000.

The second ditch proposed was
known as the "Sheridan ditch," peti-
tioned for by Patrick Fltzmaurlcoand
03 others, atthu September-term- , 1874,
of the county court, Joel Hester, Jep- -

lha Martin and J. M. Ford were
named as commissioners. It began

at the head of the north channel of
the outlet of Tarklo lake; thence
northwest around the west point of
Klmscy's Island, west of Fltzmaurlce:
then northwest to qr. sec. corner of
jouth side of sec. II, 00, .11), thence
northwest as far as may be necessary
to drain that part of the county over-Mow-

by the Penny lake.

Then came the Forbes ditch which
is termed a dry laud ditch to carry
water to the Missouri river. This Is
a small surface ditch and answers thu
purpose for which It was made.

Later came Craig ditches Nos. I

and a. No. 1 I still a good ditch and
carries Hie water from thu LlttleTar-klo- .

No. 2 Is not. existing, but thu
Little Tarklo drainage district of to-

day, part of which Is now dug and
bonds authorized for its construction
h ive been orileied, Is the outcome of
No. a.

Then came thu digging of a private
ditch, from the Lit tie Tarklo, west of
Forest City through nearly three
miles of slough, ponds and low lauds
to reach an outlet Into the Missouri
river. The late Thomas Cottier and
our present county clerk, F. L. .teller,
obtained right of way, Ion feet wide
for this ditch, anil dug ll with the
help of otners wlto subscribed a

or a few days' work. It Is do-lu- g

good wmk.

Another ditch wasting a little later
near Mound City by the .Mound City
Laud anil Stuck Company, but it
failed, because no outlet was furnished.

In I "'.H, a survey was made for a
ditch from where Squaw Creek elitets
thu bottom above Mound City, a dis-

tance of some 14 miles to the Mis-

souri river below Finest Clty.so much
oppo-ltlo- n was shown that the peti-
tion was withdrawn.

In Iihxi, the lllg Trrklo Drainage
district was incorporated, and a par-
tial system of dralnagu was adopted.
Theru was, of course, tnoru or less op-

position and after much litigation, It
was disincorporated and out of tills
came the present lllg Tarklo Drain-
age District scheme.

(in May 22, IUihi, Judge (iallatlu
Craig granted a cerlillcatu of Incorpo-
ration to the Squaw Creek Drainage
District No I. The district Includes
thu drainage of some 2,ouo acies and
the purpose of the (llteh Is to ilialn
the ovei How coming from Squaw
Creek, Davis Creel;, Cannon's branch.
Klmsey Creek, Porter Creek, etc.,
and the surface water which falls up-

on thu lauds of thu district. Thu
work was begun in February, 1PU.V

It was completed July 'II, littiil. Thu
cost of the main ditch and Us lateral
ditches involved thu removal of MRt,-7h'- .i

cubic yards of earth, to pay for
which thu district Issued vo,ooo In
bonds, bearing date July I, ltm.
Little iV Hays, of St. Louis, took thu
ImiiiiIs at ttsc on thu dollar and lo bear
(I per cent, interest. Thu main ditch
is 2(1 feet at the bottom audio feet
at the lop, and required thu moving
of .r5,ooo cubic yards of earth. The
ditches have a total distance of sotuu
l.'l inlle.s. I'i to this time this was
thu biggest drainage scheme in this
county and In this part of thu coun-
try. J lis 40 reel wide and .'in leet
deep and ls(doiug Its work.

In llitil, came thu proposition of or-

ganising thu. Nodaway Dralnagu Dis-

trict No. I, but was not Incorporated
until thu August term; WW,, and Wm.
M. Morris was thu first secretary and
J. W. Patterson Its president. In
July, IDOii, thu contract was let to
John (illllgau for in,iRJi). September,
ltNitl, it Issued in bonds, it is
about 7 inlle.s In length and will drain
5,000 acres. 1 1 begins In sec. a7, ia, .'17,

Including lands In Nodaway and An-dre-

counties, running along the
river south to ill, It is not yet
Mulshed and litigation Is pending on
account of thu falluiu of thu contrac-
tor to Mulsh thu work. John Morris
and John I'erut weru thu engineers.
It Is 24x111 feut with laterals, and us
far as completed Is doing Its work.

While this work on No, 1 was pro
gressing, thu lower land owners from
suction .'in, 01, ,17 south, to thu south
lino or It), fill, :w, organized Nodaway
Dralnagu district No. a. and thu
greater portion of thu lauds being iu
Andrew county, it was incorporated
iu Andrew county. 2l,oo in bonds
were voted. It too. Is not yet Mulsh
ed. About one-thir- d of the cost will
bu bornu by thu land owners In Holt
county. This district is about nine
miles In length. It is about 30x0 feet
with no laterals.

Mill Creek Drainaao district was
Incorporated at the August 1007 term
of our circuit court. Its head is Just
above Curzon, and runs southeast to
the Missouri river, and is four miles
In length. It Issued $40,000 In bonds,
and Its first board was composed of
A. D. Taylor, A. J. Jimison, Peter
Hlpcs, Philip Schlotzhauer and J, A.
Williams. The Hrst named was cho
sen president and the latter Its see
retary, W. Morris was the engineer,

(Continued on Page Eight.)


